











his thumb. The injury happened just a few same dude there and be dominant. He's a good
games into the season, knocking him out until the  baseball player. Like, really good.”
«e>poevvA°® Al..A " }i ""veA“i® >V Mieller't tkandrmabel shared similar sentiments,
of the injury, the college would have to retract including freshman Zach Ireland. “We have a Bible
the scholarship. study. He shows up to that often and contributes.
Later during his senior year, Mueller received And | love him for that. | think he's just a really
> V>ee VA@® /" “esiA] 1...i ...i>" Vogreat dudel”
Santa Ana College. Sophomore Barrett Ronson put it simply. “He’s
Jack and his father, Ed, remember not being one of the best teammates |I've ever had. Even
familiar with playing baseball at a community when he’s struggling, he’s still picking other
Voeeei}i] cevii™ AiviAAi® Tee >A 1...i Pebpheadd Hes a really good player, but a great
°7i "7 "%l 27U “OV.. >LeOl 1 "]»persénAds.”ce A

Mueller said. But after a conversation with Coach An emphasis for Mueller during his time with the
“esiA]l >7C UCT.. o100 e«i”e”A] 1..Donshas. bdergettiAgen the weight room. Coach
decided that SAC would be the best route.

Jack is beloved by many in the Santa Ana would do wonders for Jack. “He got on the phone
dugout and will be missed after this season. Thisis and asked if he needed to go play summer ball,”
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frame into a powerful build. The proof is in the

player, was able to help set Jack up for this
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two years with the Dons.
When he's not on the
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we have one of the best guys in the state of
California,” Leibl said. "It
was the most fun | ever had

"A " Zi >Tb el AT playing, and I think it'll be a
“CTT1T] Voeeeitif>ti great experience for him.”
student. Two of his Something Mueller is
favorite activities include hoping to focus on this
body boarding and summer is simply enjoying
mountain biking. During his time. “Staying with the
downtime it's watching host family is going to be a
movies, eating ice cream, great experience,” he said.
or playing video games “Waking up, going to work
with the boys. out with the guys, meeting
This summer, Mueller new guys and going to
will be rewarded with a do cool things with them
unique opportunity. outside of baseball is going
Mueller will be playing to be fun. It's gonna be a
ball with the Portland blast to compete with all
Pickles, a professional I...iAI iU }OPA o~ I...
Voeeei} >1i Ucece t>1 " >AV.. O1] >VZ }c
summer team with a hefty another opportunity to
social media following. live out his dream to play
The Pickles play in the Division | baseball when he
South division of the West announced his commitment
Coast League, which is to the University of
L>Ai> "~ 1..i * 7 >7 Washington. “It means
Western Canada. It'll the world to me,” he said.
be a different schedule “When you spend countless
than he's used to, usually hours working your tail off
playing six games a week to keep playing the game
instead of three, though you love, it means the world
Mueller is expecting some to me.”
cevvi >PA° /..i *"ZeiA Even with the Portland
>Ai weei> Ul... «o3PiAA Pickles, the University of
from across the country Washington and anything
Ve“«il™™} °7 > .7 1 that could happen after that,
level summer league in Jack’s eyes are on the rest
hopes to develop, gain of the season at Santa Ana.
expbslre arld prove “Right now, |I'm just focused

themselves against
tough competition.
V'GBhe' fanl base there is

on the Dons,” he said.
"Winning as many games as
we can, and trying to go win

“Jack’s one of my favorites,” he said. “He's to the gym and just get stronger, because you're a
arguably been the best player that I've been able  really good baseball player.”
lee Ve>V..°» @>V.. “eeiA > 70"\ ° USinc¥ Mémj MuetieAhas. patked on another 15
opportunity at Washington. | expect him to be the  pounds of muscle, transforming his athletic slim
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unreal,” he said. “Getting to play in a city like that, a state championship.”

where their professional team they watch is the With that mindset, a championship for the Dons

Pickles, that atmosphere is going to be fun.” seems possible. So does so much else for Mueller. [l
SAC assistant coach Evan Leibl, a former Pickles
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magine Dragons have been one
of the most popular bands in the
world since the 2010s. Musicians
have increasingly stopped
including the guitar in favor of
synths, and traditional screaming-
guitar-solo rock songs are struggling
to make the Hot 100 more every year.
To some, it's pretty obvious what's
happening: “rock is dead.”

That couldn’t possibly be more wrong.

Change is the one constant in rock. The
nu-metal, emo and post grunge of the
2000s were never going to rule the charts
forever, and that's a healthy thing for
music. Nobody cares that the Foo Fighters
just released a new album this
week, because it probably sounds
like the last one; what makes rock
special is how much it morphs
and shapeshifts. If you listen
to Malcolm Todd’s “Earrings,”
which just reached a new peak
of #33 on the Hot 100, you'll hear
what's happening. Todd is using
alternative R&B, soft rock, and
one of the biggest up-and-
coming genres of the 2020s,
bedroom pop, to create a new
and unique sound. It combines
all of those genres to make the
perfect dreamy and relaxed
atmosphere for sites like TikTok
to use for videos, providing a
unique feeling to the track where he
muses about his own feelings towards
the music that he makes.

Rock is alive, but the people that are leading the
charge are a new breed of stars. Think: Dominic
Fike. Malcolm Todd. sombr. They're hard to
classify as the 2020s have shown off a stronger
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blending of genres than any other decade in
music’s history, and it's something that | hope will
be here to stay. R&B star Don Toliver's biggest
single of 2026, “"E85", is one of the most
interesting hit singles charting right now, as
he takes his usual alternative r&b sound and
combines it with vocals and production from
Malcolm Todd’s hit single last year “Chest Pain
(I Love)”. The scuzzed-out guitars that play
in the background through most of the song
provide a very different sound than Toliver's fans
are used to, giving a rock-edge to the track
that may not have stood out in his album’s
tracklist otherwise.

The fun part of music is sharing it with
others, and that goes for your peers and
parents. Give this new rock a listen. Most
old heads will be able to find some current

groups they love if they only give ‘em
a chance.

The Cure is probably my mom’s
favorite band, but I've got my Gen X
parent into plenty of popular artists
in the pop rock scene. She’s a big
fan of Wallows, a band fronted by
the lead actor of 13 Reasons Why.
She loves Royel Otis, a duo from
the land down under, and we're
going to see Canadian rockers
Good Kid in May in our
hometown of Santa Ana.

Rock isn't dead. It's a genre
that has gone through many
iterations in its past, and

right now it's going through a
change as big as ever. Whether
you like it or not says more about
you than the genre.

The real rockers will rock on all the same.

@ Gas prices.

HIGHKEY

Cesar Chavez. The hype for Drake’s

three-album drop
won't last.

® Santa Ana transplants
sure will love OC Vibe.

What d4vd did
wasn’t romantic,
but it was homicide.

@ WWant to check out SAC's
website? 404.

Klay Thompson should not have
cheated on Megan Thee Stallion.

WACK

SAC's digital media program

not having a new home.

The Angels can't do any-

thing right... Rest in peace, Spirit Airlines.

Canvas getting hacked|

Santa-Ana‘s jacaranda trees
are sticky, get everywhere, and
smell.

Chancellor Martinez-isfookingto
run while in hot water.

@ Ticket prices for LA[2028:

¥

Dons baseball is
headed to the state
championships.

Minh Pham is everything,
everywhere, all at once.

)

Alysa Liu/shows what she
can do stateside.

SAC's new entrance
was a much needed
faceliftfor-the-campus.

Masayoshi Takanaka's
firsti0:Stourin40
years

Dr..Lamb’s Chicken.'\We
don't|get it, but we're
here for it.
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J~'¢TbAC0 NAZO o

The best damn fish taco is at
Taco Nazo.

Welcome back West 17th!

Going analog.

The Anaheim Ducks actually
made it to the playoffs|this year.

The Supreme Court has kept
abortion pills available by mail
L for now. o
BERRYFARM
Knott's is lowkirkenuinely
mogging Disneyland.

LOWKEY







