Smoldering curtain
prompts fire authority
response

By Chris Treble and Geovanni Esparza
Published Oct. 15

Around 9:45 a.m., three fire trucks arrived, and firefighters were seen entering the
building. Photo by Chris Treble / el Don

in Phillips Hall that was ignited by a shining spotlight just
before 10 am. Tuesday. Nobody was injured, and the
aging 60-year-old building was not damaged.

Around 9:45 a.m., Santa Ana College administrators called fire
authorities after smelling smoke inside the performance space,
which does not have an automatic fire alarm.

Three fire trucks responded and firefighters in full gear were
seen entering the building and accessing the roof from two
ladder trucks. While no flames were visible from the outside,
students said they could smell smoke.

Officials said OCFA ventilated the area with their fans and
equipment while District Safety personnel handled traffic con-
trolin the area.

O range County Fire Authority put out a smoldering curtain
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Remembering
Kathy Patterson

By Ash Mojica
Published Sept. 9

Lisa McKowan-Bourguignon (left) and Christina Axtell (right) were in Kathy’s Shakespeare
class in the summer of 1999. Photo courtesy of Christina Axtell
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Letter from the Editor

An RSCCD board of trustees member violated the Brown Act and
was not sanctioned after almost being removed from the board for
a year. A charter high school began renting facilities on campus. A
beloved and dedicated teacher passed away. The board approved
an audit of an $8 million slush account and the SAC Foundation
Scholarship got a massive equity update.

The Fall 2024 semester was eventful and full of news coverage.

The reporters and editors at el Don worked late nights to keep SAC
students and our community informed, which included attending
district meetings and contacting and interviewing administrators
and officials.

The reporting that went into these articles was among the finest
that was produced this semester. Some of the articles that are
included in this zine were produced after our big print editon came
out, and we believe they deserved to live in a medium other than
our website or our social channels.

If you find the information in this zine useful and would like to stay

up to date with our coverage, take a look at our website and follow
us on our insta.

KEEP IN TOUCH, FOLLOW OUR SOCIALS!

ONLINE: INSTAGRAM: E ~F E
SCAN WITH YOUR T
é"d o SMARTPHONE CAMERA ....:l-'_:a_

STAY UP TO DATE E' 5'%

eldonnews.org @eldonnews
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High schoolers
move in

By Geovanni Esparza
Published Sept. 19

@ SCHOOLBUS.

EMERGENCY EXIT
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At the end of their school day Vista Meridian students line up to take the bus home. Photo
by Geovanni Esparza / el Don

12 el Don Santa Ana College - Fall 2024

t the final board meeting
Aof the semester, members

were torn about whether or
not they should sanction Trustee
Phillip Yarbrough after he violat-
ed the Brown Act in May.

“Trustee Yarbrough decided to
have a closed session meeting
that was not agendized,” said
Tinajero, who did not run for
reelection. ‘| tried to talk to him
because, | am responsible to
make sure that all committees
are following the rules..I'm leav-
ing after this, so what you decide
to dois up to you.'

Early in the meeting, Tingje-
ro motioned to move item 8.3,
which would immediately re-
move Yarbrough from all com-
mittees and prohibiting him from
holding a board officer position
for one year. Trustee Zeke Her-
nandez immediately motioned
to table the item which Tinajero
rejected.

When Tinajero explained why
they needed to discuss the item
sooner, Yarbrough tried to inter-
ject and say Tinajero was out of
order. Tinajero suggested that
Yarbrough “go to the FPPC and
file a report.

‘As | understand it, the commit-
tee went into executive session,
and the staff was there. In fact,
our chancellor was there. | don't
know why anyone did not stop
or say to the committee they
should not go into a closed ses-
sion,” said Hernandez.

Trustee Tina Arias Miller
was on the ad hoc commit-
tee formed to investigate the
Brown Act violation and said
the committee didn't meet offi-
cially and that the conversation
“just felt disjointed.”

Trustee John Hanna believed
the sanctions were unfair
because the current board will
not meet again.

‘A current board cannot bind
a successor board, and what
that means is that whatever
we do today, our power ends..
when the new board meets in
December," said Trustee Hanna.

Hernandez suggested an
external investigation occur to
find out what the ad hoc com-
mittee discussed so they can
make the correct decision.

Tinajero was adamant that
something should be done as
Robert's Rules of Order were
not being followed. .

‘I am responsible to make
sure that all committees are
following the rules. In my 22
years of service, | have never
seen a standing committee run
by the Brown Act and Robert's
Rules of Order to then violate
that," said Tinajero.

el Don Santa Ana College - Fall 2024 5
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SAC scholarship
gets an update

By Ash Mojica
Published Nov. 21

The SAC Scholarship Program is a competitive scholarship that students can apply for
online. lllustration by Ash Mojica / el Don
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istrict trustees voted 6-1
D Monday evening in favor

of auditing a newly discov-
ered $8 million financial account
while postponing the scheduled
sanctioning of board Fiscal/Audit
Review Committee chair Phillip Yar-
brough for code of ethics violations
until the next meeting.

‘| don't really think there is any
fraud going on in our district, but
| always applaud looking at the
numbers because, at the end of the
day, we're here to make sure that
our taxpayer dollars are well spent,”
said Rancho Santiago Community
College District Board Vice Presi-
dent Daisy Tong.

Board approval was not unani-
mous. Board President Sal Tinajero
initially voiced support of the audit
during the Board Comments item.

‘| don't think there's anything
wrong, but | think the public needs
to know the truth. And so that is
why today I'll be supporting that
item," said Tinajero. Later in the
evening, however, he was the only
dissenting vote.

With no comment or explanation,
the trustees decided to postpone
the planned sanctioning of Fiscal/
Audit Committee chair and 28-year
board member Phillip Yarbrough,
who is accused of ethics violations
related to calling a closed session
to inform the board of the account.

Every year our district and those
of over 130 other schools districts
across the state pay insurance
premiums. Companies like ASCIP
negotiate with medical providers
for favorable rates and handle the
accounting of those contracts.

If the premiums paid exceed the

cost of the coverage provided then

a rebate is retired to the district.
According to ASCIP, most schools
would use that extra to pay down

the next year's coverage or withdraw
it back into their general fund for
reallocation. This was not the practice
of the RSCCD board, as they claim
they were never made aware of the
money's existence and the fund grew
to over $8 million before the board
requested a refund check in June.

Yarbrough brought the existence of
the fund to the board's attention ear-
lier this year and said in public state-
ments at the Oct. 14 meeting that the
attempt to sanction him is a retal-
iation. It was initially expected that
the board would review and decide
on the motion to approve sanctions
to strip Yarbrough of all committee
positions for a year.

“No one is retaliating against our
trustee,” said Tinajero. “Everyone
serves on those committees at my
discretion. So | have the right to
remove or keep someone in any
committee. To say that it's because
he is a whistle-blower is so far from
the truth.

el Don Santa Ana College - Fall 2024 7
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